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Annual Spring Musical: 

Choral and Small Ensemble 


“Little Shop of Horrors ” 

Concert 


Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 


MARCH 4 

APRIL 23“27 

Jazz Ensembles Concert 

Theatre Production: 

Caldwell Auditorium 

“Blithe Spirit” 

(downtown Tyler), 7:30 p.m. 

Jean Browne Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 


Apache Belles Spring Show 

Dancefest 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Wind Ensemble/Symphonic Band 

Concert 

Wise Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 
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COVER PICTURE: 

Dr. L. Michael Metke took 
the reins as president of the 
College on a full-time basis 
December 1. 

He becomes the College’s 
sixth president. Read about 
his career and his passion for 
learning and for Texas inside. 



Tyler Junior College Board of Trustees 




Invites your participation in 


The Inauguration of Dr. L. Michael Metke, President 


Friday, April 4, 2008 


Go to www.tjc.edu/inauguration 
for event details and reservations. 
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Dr. Metke poses with members of the Board of Trustees following their November 2007 meeting. 
Left to right are Lonny Uzzell, first vice president of the Board; Dr. Joseph Prud’homme; Mi¬ 
chael C. Coker; Ann Brookshire; Dr. Metke; David Hudson, Board president; Peggy Smith; John 
Hills; David Couch; and Clint Roxburgh, second vice president of the Board. 


T yler Junior College embarked upon 
a new era in December when Dr. 

L. Michael Metke began his duties as the 
College’s sixth president. 

Dr. Metke previously served as presi¬ 
dent of Lake Washington Technical Col¬ 
lege in Kirkland, Wash. 

But - as he let faculty and staff know 
when overseeing his first convocation, for 
the Spring 2008 semester - he knows and 
loves Texas. 

Dr. Metke and his wife, Donna, have 
two children and two grandchildren. 

Their daughter, Jennifer, and her husband, 
Michael, live in Austin with their two 
children, Adam and Ethan. 

Their son, John, is in the United States 
Air Force and is presently stationed in 
Korea. His tour of duty ends soon and 
Dr. Metke expects that John will return 
to Texas. 

The Metkes have made it clear, they’re 
glad to be back in Texas, and, they intend 
to stay. 

Dr. Metke earned his doctorate degree 
from the University of Houston and held 
several positions with colleges in McAllen 
and Harlingen from 1983-99. 

TJC’s new president has “a very mild 
and unassuming demeanor, but that de¬ 
meanor conceals an enormous capability 
and enormous ability to lead the college,” 
David Hudson, president of the TJC board 


of trustees, said in introducing Metke to 
college personnel. 

Dr. Metke told TJC faculty and staff, 
“At TJC, we are going to take charge of 
our own destiny.” 

He said he believes the College should 
strive for enrollment growth and increases 
in “contact hours” — the determining fac¬ 
tor for state funding and find ways to be 
more accessible by “taking the College to 
the people.”. 

He encouraged TJC to try new things, 
to chart new waters and not be afraid 
of failure. 

“I try to en¬ 
courage people 
to be intelligent 
risk takers,” 
he said. 

His sugges¬ 
tions for build¬ 
ing enrollment 
include explor¬ 
ing methods to 
increase dual 
enrollment 
among high 
school students 


and taking college courses off campus by 
possibly renting satellite facilities or es¬ 
tablishing permanent satellite locations in 
certain parts of the College’s service area. 

Dr. Metke established five focus groups 
to help him chart a “road map for TJC’s 
future.” The focus groups were asked 
to identify important TJC traditions and 
suggest changes that might be needed now 
and in the near future. 

The focus groups submissions were 
ranked and will be the basis for a 
strategic plan. 

“Working together, we will get enroll¬ 
ment up and make TJC an even better 
place than it is now - an even better place 
to work and to learn,” he pledged. “We 
will honor and we will celebrate the proud 
past of TJC. At the same time, we’re going 
to focus our efforts on the future ... and 
we’re going to make sure that TJC’s future 
is even brighter than its past.” 

Immediate changes put in place, with 
the approval of the board of trustees, 
included a tuition and fees waiver for 
children of TJC’s full-time employees and 
salary increases for adjunct faculty. 

(continued on next page) 


Dr. Metke speaks with Kathy Atherton, Tanya Hutto and Larry Murphy, all 
of Whitehouse High School, during the annual Holiday Luncheon for East 
Texas high school representatives in December. 
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On the topic of 
contact hours, he 
said the College must 
work to encourage 
students to take more 
classes as it also 
works to increase 
student headcount. 

“While the sky 
isn’t falling tomor¬ 
row, we do need 
to mobilize to get 
our contact hours 
up during the next 


Dr. Metke, far right, on the summit of Mt. Baker last August during his 
fifth “President’s Annual Fitness Challenge” fund-raiser. 


“I think our faculty and staff are going 
to be receptive to the kinds of changes 
we 1 II be making, and we’ll work fast to 
implement them,” he said. 

He plans to conduct community forums 
in the region to gather input. 


base funding period. 
While our headcount 
seems good, we are funded by contact 
hours. It appears that our students overall 
are taking fewer hours on average. That 
means that we are working just as hard to 
produce fewer contact hours. 

“We must grow in order to be able to 
address the issues our faculty and staff 
have identified,” he said. 

A fitness and travel enthusiast. Dr. 

Metke made several fund-raising mountain 
climbs while living in Washington and has 
expressed an interest in pursuing a com¬ 
munity service trip involving TJC students 
later this year. 

“I like our three promises,” he said, 
referring to the College’s marketing 
campaign. 

“They’re solid pillars on which both 
our history and 
future rest. We 
must never 
stray from our 
commitment to 
provide a quality 
education and 
we must do ev¬ 
erything we can 
to assure that a 
vibrant student 
life remains a 
part of our 
mission. 


“As for community service, it is impor¬ 
tant that we remember we’re a part of the 
community and that we should feel hon¬ 
ored to have our faculty, staff and students 
giving back to make Tyler and TJC 
even better.” 

Dr. Metke said Tyler is “the friendliest 
place we’ve ever been. 

“Everywhere Donna and I go, we are 
treated so warmly. I am amazed at how 

“We are the 
community’s college, 
and we should be 
providing what the 
community needs of 
us. We should want 
to be the college of 
choice for this region.” 

many people have been positively impact¬ 
ed by TJC. We have heard many stories 
about the role the College has played in 
people’s lives. 

“It is both heart-warming and a little 
daunting to have the keys to a college with 
such a great history. 

“I want to do the very best job I can 
as president.” 


Dr. Metke, third from right, poses with college presidents from South 
Korea at Washington State University’s Korean War Memorial at the WSU 
Capitol Campus, in Olympia. 



Dr. Metke established a sister college relation¬ 
ship with Lotus College in Viet Nam. During 
a trip there in 2004, he found time to visit the 
Mekong Delta. 


“We are the community’s college, and 
we should be providing what the 
community needs of us. We should want 
to be the college of choice for this region.” 

Dr. Metke said he also will work to 
establish improved relationships with 
The University of Texas at Tyler and 
partnerships with other area colleges 
and universities. 
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LUMINANT ACADEMY TRAINING 
TO BEGIN IN APRIL 

Progress continues with construction 
of the Luminant Academy on TJC’s 
West Campus. 

Luminant is a subsidiary of Energy 
Future Holdings. EFH was formerly 
known as TXU Corp., before its acquisi¬ 
tion by Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co., 
Texas Pacific Group and other investors in 
October 2007. 

Unoccupied space on the north end of 
the Skills Training Center is being recon¬ 
structed to make the training facility. 

Luminant is investing $1.7 million into 
the academy, which will grow to 24,000 
square feet with the addition of a 
second floor. 

Students attending the academy’s 
classes will earn continuing education 
hours for courses or certificates of comple¬ 
tion from the College while being trained 
to work at generation, mining and con¬ 
struction operations for Luminant, which 
operates power plants in nearby Rusk and 
Titus counties. 

When construction is complete, the new 
Luminant Academy will house 10 class¬ 
rooms, five simulator rooms, plant boiler 
simulators and office space for 10 perma¬ 
nent staff members; and it is expected to 
train 300 students per year. 

Luminant Academy offers technical 
training, leadership training and operating 
systems training. 

The facility will also include a state-of- 
the-art video conference suite that will al¬ 
low simultaneous communication between 
all of the company’s mines and plants. 

In April, Luminant Academy will begin 
a training program for 100 employees at 
new units from Oak Grove and Sandow. 


During the 18-week program, the 
employees will receive hands-on instruc¬ 
tion in: simulation equipment, industrial 
controls, pumps, piping, safety training, 
hydraulics and rigging systems. 

Academy director Dirk Hughes said, 
“We will actually simulate job orders from 
start to finish, so that when new employees 
begin their jobs, they will already be 
well-versed in procedures and knowledge¬ 
able of every bit of equipment they’ll 
be using.” 

Luminant is a power generation busi¬ 
ness, including mining, marketing and 
trading, construction and development 
operations, the company said. 

STUDENT NEWSPAPER 
RETURNS TO POW-WOW ROOTS 

Everything old is new again. 

The College’s student newspaper, 
formerly The TJC News , has gone retro 
and changed its name to The Apache Pow 
Wow , which was the paper’s name when it 
was established in 1927. 

The students took a vote and decided 
to rename the newspaper, said Laura Jett 
Krantz, TJC journalism and student publi¬ 
cations chair, who added that the paper has 


also undergone a total redesign. 

At the beginning of the semester, 
journalism students took on the task of 
reinventing the campus newspaper. 

To do so, they pored over stacks of old 
newspapers from as far back as the 1930s. 
They became intrigued by the newspaper’s 
place in TJC history and debated what 
they wanted their place to be. 

“Students would linger after class, look¬ 
ing at the old newspapers and reading the 
stories,” Krantz said. 

As a result, the students began by 
returning the name of the paper to its 
original 1927 incarnation - The Apache 
Pow Wow. They also spent the semester 
looking back at interesting TJC lore and 
wrote stories about such things as: how 
Jenkins Hall got its name; Duke the dog 
(TJC’s unofficial mascot in the 1950s); 
and the TJC hair case, when two students 
were prevented from registering in 1970 
due to the length of their hair. 

“This attitude that we could not be 
where we are without looking back at who 
we were has permeated this semester,” 
Krantz said. 

The Apache Pow Wow has a circulation 
of 1,000 and prints twice monthly. 
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I Campus 

BEEFED-UP ‘PARENTS WEEKEND’ 
FEATURES PAT GREEN 

Country singer Pat Green was the fea¬ 
tured performer for the College’s second 
annual Parents Weekend, Oct. 12 and 13. 

“Last year’s inaugural Parents Weekend 
was a great success,” said Dr. Austin Lane, 
TJC vice president of student affairs. “We 
weren’t sure if we could top it, but having 
Pat Green here definitely upped the ante.” 

This year’s recognition of Parents 
Weekend was aided by additional funding 
provided by a new student life fee, making 
it possible to schedule a headliner 
like Green. 



Pat Green performs at Tyler’s Oil Palace. 

The weekend kicked off with a campus 
pep rally and dinner on Friday. 

On Saturday morning, students and 
parents were treated to a breakfast spon¬ 
sored by the TJC Foundation and Alumni 
Association. 

The morning’s entertainment was pro¬ 
vided by the TJC Jazz Ensemble. 



Harris, TJC’s Vincent Nguyen, Waters and Dr. Austin Lane. 


Prior to the Apache 
football game against 
Arkansas Baptist, the Col¬ 
lege hosted a tailgate bar¬ 
becue party in the parking 
lot of Trinity Mother 
Frances Rose Stadium. 

That night, Pat Green 
and his band took the Oil 
Palace stage for two hours 
of Texas country music. 

“A number of parents expressed 
appreciation for how well organized and 
inexpensive the weekend was,” said Lane. 

“Overall, they really loved this event 
and seemed to have a great time.” 

COWBOYS OF OLD AMONG 
STUDENT ENRICHMENT GUESTS 

Student Enrichment Series speakers for 
the fall semester included an East Texas 
actress and a pair of former Cowboys. 

Actress and TJC alumna Donna Bull¬ 
ock led off this year’s lecture series on 
Wednesday, Oct. 10; and former Dallas 
Cowboys Cliff Harris and Charlie Waters 
spoke on Oct. 25. 

Donna Bullock has been making her liv¬ 
ing as an actress for 30 years. 

During her years at TJC, Bullock was 
active in the choral and drama groups and 
was a member of Harmony & Understand¬ 
ing. Upon graduating from TJC in 1976, 
she transferred to Southern Methodist 
University. 

She began her professional career 
in New York City, then spent 15 years in 
Los Angeles, working principally in film 
and television. 

She had prominent roles in the feature 
films, “Air Force One” starring Harrison 
Ford, and in “The Girl Next Door 


A veteran of the New York stage, Bull¬ 
ock has played leading roles on Broadway 
- as Mother in the Tony Award-winning 
musical, “Ragtime”, and as Bobbie/Gabby 
in “City of Angels”, and as Lucy in the 
Tony-nominated “A Class Act”. 

Tom Landry-era Cowboys Cliff Harris 
and Charlie Waters told those gathered 
to hear them at TJC that they never lost 
sight of how much fun it was to play in the 
NFL, especially for “America’s Team.” 

Harris, destined for the NFL Hall of 
Fame, is regarded as one of football’s 
all-time greats, having established himself 
among the NFL’s elite performers follow¬ 
ing a stellar collegiate career. As the Cow¬ 
boy’s free safety, Harris quickly became 
known and feared for his reckless pursuit 
of ball carriers. 

As a player, Charlie Waters was a main¬ 
stay for the Dallas Cowboys’ “Doomsday 
Defense” during the 1970-82 period. He 
never experienced a losing season, played 
in five Super Bowls and on two World 
Championship teams. 

Waters was selected to the Pro Bowl 
three times and was honored three times 
with All-Pro selections. He currently holds 
the existing NFL record for most intercep¬ 
tions in playoff games (9), including three 
in one game, which is also a record. 
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MEN’S, LADIES’ BASKETBALL 
TEAMS AMONG NATION’S TOPS 

The College’s men’s and ladies bas¬ 
ketball teams begin their 2007-08 season 
by sailing through their Fall semester 
schedules. The men’s team was unde¬ 
feated in the Fall while the ladies finished 
the semester as the No. 5 ranked team in 
the nation.The Apaches ended their fall 
schedule with an overtime victory over 
Angelina College on Dec. 5, 77-75. After 
a road loss to highly ranked Paris Junior 
College to start the Spring term, they got 
back on track with wins over Blinn and 
Kilgore to bring their record to 13-1 and 
7-1 in Region XIV. 

The Apaches’ deep squad includes 
several freshman contributors, including 
forwards Joseph Fulce and Tyler Jefferson 
and redshirt guard Reggie Nelson. 



Kelly Stewart Yoshica Spears 


The Apache Ladies finished the Fall 
semester with just one loss and 11 victories, 
including two in the New Mexico College 
T-Bird Classic. 

The ladies are led by the duo of fresh¬ 
man point guard Kelly Stewart and 
sophomore forward Yoshica Spears, 
averaging 12.3 and 10.4 points per 
game, respectively. 

Freshman Jasmine King was leading the 
ladies in rebounding, averaging 7 per game. 

The ladies were 3-3 in early January, 
including wins over Blinn and Kilgore. At 
printing they were 14-4 overall. 




Freshman forward Jimmy Butler of Tomball 
battles against Navarro’s Christian Weddborn 
Dec. 5 at Wagstaff Gymnasium. The Apaches 
beat the Bulldogs in overtime. 

PETERSON NAMED TO TEXAS 
TENNIS HALL OF FAME 

John Peterson has been inducted into the 
Texas Tennis Coaches 
of Fame. 

Peterson was 
named to the elite 
group during a cer¬ 
emony December 8 
in New Braunfels. 

In Peterson’s 
tenure at TJC, he’s 
coached 10 men’s 
and 10 women’s national championship 
teams and 154 All-Americans. 

During his time at TJC, Peterson’s 
teams have won 646 matches and lost 156. 

“What a fitting and well-deserved honor 
for Coach Peterson,” said TJC Athletic 
Director Dr. Tim Drain. 

“John has a great passion for the sport 
of tennis, and that passion is reflected in 
his coaching. John is a tremendous asset 


to our community and school, and I know 
I am speaking for the entire TJC family 
when I say we are very proud of this 
accomplishment.” 

LADIES’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM 
FINISHES WITH BEST MARK YET 

The Apache Ladies’ volleyball team 
finished 2007 with its best record ever 
and just one match short of making the 
national tournament. 

The ladies earned a berth in the Region 
XIV District L volleyball final after beat¬ 
ing 20th-ranked Navarro Nov. 2. 

However, ranked No. 8 in the nation 
going in, the Apache Ladies fell to No. 10 
Blinn College in the tournament final. 

The Apache Ladies had won 11 matches 
in a row before facing Blinn. Their last 
two match losses were at the hands of the 
Lady Buccaneers. 

TJC was led by sophomore outside 
hitter Leticia Kuhn, who was named a 
NJCAA 1 st Team All-American. She is the 
first Apache Lady volleyball player to earn 
such honors. Kuhn helped the Apaches 
finish with a school record 34 wins against 
only 6 losses. She had 527 kills, a hitting 
efficiency of 37.93 percent and averaged 
4.748 kills per game. 


For athletic schedules, 
results and statistics, 
go to 

www.apacheathletics.com. 


Association’s Hall 



John Peterson 


7 


















■ Foundation 

NEWS 


JACK WHITE REMEMBERED 
AS “THE SCHOLARSHIP MAN” 

Some people build monuments to them¬ 
selves so they will be remembered. John 
Earl “Jack” White built people—specifi¬ 
cally, Tyler Junior College students. When 
Jack White passed away on November 
4, 2007 at 97, his legacy was sitting in 
classrooms, playing musical instruments, 
pursuing higher degrees and taking up 
responsible professional positions in 
the community. 

“The Scholarship Man.” That’s how 
James “J.R.” Garen, sophomore music 
major, remembers Jack White. He said 
it is almost the way people in Metropo¬ 
lis would say “Superman.” Garen is the 
recipient of the Jack and Dorothy Fay 
White Presidential Scholarship, one of 10 
such that Jack and his wife, Dorothy Fay, 
established during their lifetimes. 

“It has helped out so much with col¬ 
lege,” Garen said. “We have three kids in 
the family, and we can’t afford college for 
all. Thanks to this scholarship. I won’t be 
in debt up to my eyeballs when I gradu¬ 
ate. I really appreciated it. It’s helped out 
tremendously.” Garen plans to continue 
studying music education when he 
graduates from TJC. 

Jack White was raised by a Method¬ 
ist minister father and a mother with an 
absolute passion for education. “Getting 
a good education was the most important 
thing to her,” said Jack’s niece, Lynda 
Shipp, of her grandmother. “She instilled 
in her children and grandchildren that 
education was very important. You had 
to show her your report card grades the 
minute you came in. She emphasized be¬ 
ing a good student, following the rules and 
setting an example for others.” 



Jack and Dorothy Fay White 


Jack learned those lessons well. 

A champion of Tyler Junior College, 
Jack served on the TJC Foundation board 
for over 20 years. In the 1980s, the Whites 
established or sponsored matching funds 
for 10 Presidential Scholarships (endow¬ 
ments requiring a minimum investment of 
$25,000 each). Mr. and Mrs. White were 
the lead benefactors for the establishment 
of the White Administrative Services Cen¬ 
ter on TJC’s main campus. In fact, in the 
course of their generosity they gave more 
than $6 million to the College, including 
33 endowed scholarships and three 
teaching chairs. 

Typically, Jack described these activi¬ 
ties in terms of what they meant to others. 
“God has indeed blessed us,” he said in 
1992, “and we have found it extremely 
satisfying to share what we have. It is our 
hope that we are able to leave a legacy to 
mankind through these young people.” 

That hope is being fulfilled in students 
like Jamie Bockemehl, sophomore in the 


nursing program and recipient of the Jack 
and Dorothy Fay White Dean’s Scholar¬ 
ship. “I went on a mission trip and real¬ 
ized that nursing was a great skill to have 
for the mission field,“ she said. “I applied 
to TJC because I heard they had a good 
nursing program. I had no funds, nothing. 
I went on blind faith. The scholarship was 
an answer to prayer. It means that I’ll be 
allowed to go to school and pursue my 
dream.” She hopes to use her nursing de¬ 
gree in missions work all over the world. 

Helping someone work in the mission 
field would be particularly satisfying to 
Jack White, according to Margaret Loftis, 
a friend and neighbor of the Whites. “Jack 
was a very private man, but a devout 
Christian,” she said. “He exemplified his 
heritage. Financial status was nowhere 
near as important to him as people were. 
Jack and Dorothy Fay were a great phil¬ 
anthropic team. They had a heartbeat for 
giving kids an opportunity.” 

If Jack and Dorothy Fay had been 
blessed with children of their own, they 
might have been content to give them the 
best education money could buy. Because 
they were not, they have touched count¬ 
less lives by supporting TJC and other 
worthy causes. 

Their generosity made a higher educa¬ 
tion possible for many Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege students and will continue to change 

lives at TJC. D D A j 

Bv Becca Anderson 


To establish a 
TJC scholarship, contact 
Dr. Kim Russell-Orr or 
Mitch Andrews at 
903 - 510 - 2382 . 
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TRUSTEES FLOCK, VAUGHN 
WERE MEN OF VISION, CHARITY 

To say that Jack Flock and Dr. Jim 
Vaughn had a lot of common interests 
would be an understatement. 

The native Tylerites both attended and 
graduated from Tyler public schools, 

Tyler Junior College and The University 
of Texas at Austin. Both gave of their 
personal time to make Tyler a better place, 
serving on various boards and assisting 
with community initiatives. Both served 
many years as members of the TJC Board 
of Trustees and both contributed financial¬ 
ly to the junior college that helped launch 
their successful careers. 

Dr. Vaughn passed away July 4, 2007. 
He was 94. Flock died October 15, 2007. 
He also was 94. 

Last July, Flock described Dr. Vaughn 
as “a fine and caring doctor” who was 
“generous, loved life and had numerous 
friends.” 

“I was privileged to serve with him on 
the TJC board of trustees as well as on the 
First Federal Savings and Loan board,” 
Flock said of his friend. 

Dr. Vaughn completed his doctorate in 
medicine degree from The University of 
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston and 
entered medical practice in Tyler. 

He served on the TJC board for 46 years 
and also served as director emeritus of the 
TJC foundation board. 

It was under his leadership that the 
Texas Eastern School of Nursing was 
established in 1951. It later became 
part of TJC. 

His family name is associated with three 
campus buildings: Lillie Mae Vaughn 
Hall, a residence hall named in honor of 
Dr. Vaughn’s mother and in recognition 


Foundation 

NEWS 


of a contribution to TJC from the family 
in 1956; Vaughn Library and Learning 
Resource Center, so named when he made 
a contribution to assist with its completion 
in 1967; and Vaughn Conservatory, named 
with a gift to the College in honor of his 
wife, Bonna Bess Vaughn, in 1971. 

“Dr. Vaughn was a valued friend of 
Tyler Junior College who contributed to 
the campus infrastructure as well as to 
scholarships for our students,” said Dr. 
Kim Russell-Orr, vice president of ad¬ 
vancement and external affairs. 

“Jack Flock rubbed 
shoulders with the 
great and near great, 
but he never lost the 
common touch.” 

“He also provided leadership to the 
Board and to the TJC Foundation Board 
during periods of significant growth and 
accomplishment.” 

Dr. Vaughn’s philanthopy extended to 
other causes, including The University 
of Texas at Tyler, through the Vaughn 
Foundation, which was established by his 
parents, Dr. Edgar Vaughn and his wife, 
Lillie Mae. 

Dr. Vaughn served on the boards of: 
Trinity Mother Frances Health System; 
East Texas Medical Center; The Univer¬ 
sity of Texas Health Center at Tyler; and 
The University of Texas Medical Branch 
at Galveston. 

In 1962, he was presented TJC’s first 
Distinguished Alumni award. 

His classmate and long-time friend 
Flock served as president and senior 



Dr. Jim Vaughn 



Jack Flock 


partner of the Ramey & Flock, P.C., law 
firm in Tyler for many years until his 
retirement. 

He served four six-year terms on the 
TJC board, from 1970-94, and contributed 
funds to establish three scholarships, the 
June S. Flock Presidential Scholarship- 
named in honor of his wife - the Royce 
Wisenbaker Sr. Presidential Scholarship 
and the William Atchley Pye Presidential 
Scholarship. 

“Jack Flock rubbed shoulders with the 
great and near great, but he never lost the 
common touch,” said long-time friend Red 
Little said. “He was a true humanitarian 
at heart.” 

Flock served as an associate faculty 
member of the College from 1949-50, 
teaching night classes and authoring the 
“Oil and Gas Law” text used by the 
College. 

He served on the boards of Smith 
County Welfare; Tyler Civic Theatre; Gov¬ 
ernment Appeal (Draft Board) of Smith 
County; Thoroughbred Horseowners 
Association; Citizens Task Force Commit¬ 
tee; United Way of Tyler/Smith County; 
Prevent Blindness; Neches River 
Conservation District; and the Highway 
Safety Commission. 

“We are saddened at the loss of these 
great men. Tyler Junior College was 
blessed to have their service and steadfast 
interest in the College’s success,” Dr. 
Russell-Orr said. 
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■ Foundation 

NEWS 


ENDOWMENT WILL ASSIST NEW 
FAMILY LEARNING CENTER 

If children could build the learning 
center of their dreams, it would look a 
great deal like the Family Learning Center 
of Tyler. 

The Center opened in early 2007 and is 
located on the Douglas Elementary School 
campus in North Tyler. It is a collabora¬ 
tion of the Literacy Council of Tyler, Re¬ 
gion VII Education Service Center Early 
I lead Start, Tyler Independent School 
District and Tyler Junior College. Their 
collective goal: to provide educational 
opportunities and services to low-income 
families in a safe and nurturing 
environment. 

“Everything you do 
at this age affects a 
child’s life.” 

Through TJC’s early childhood pro¬ 
gram, the Center will offer a high-quality 
education to at-risk preschoolers. With 
early intervention, this program will put 
children on a path of life-long learning. 

Many parents are learning right along 
with their children, taking literacy classes 
and studying for their GED exams. “The 
Center has three levels of reading pro¬ 
grams in the morning for parents,” said 
Lynn Sitton, TJC child development/early 
childhood department chair, who works 
closely with the center. “We’re literally 
educating the family.” 

There is strong emphasis on parental 
involvement for TJC’s preschool child de¬ 
velopment program. “Parents can see the 
bulletin board with a list of activities and 
topics to be discussed that day,” said cen¬ 


ter director Jeanine Wilburn. “At the end 
of the day, parents receive a note or talk 
with the teacher about what their child 
did. Daily communication is necessary 
for our effectiveness.” The curriculum is 
designed to 
stimulate and 
enrich chil¬ 
dren, result¬ 
ing in young 
students who 
are prepared 
to academi¬ 
cally succeed. 

In the course 
of a day, all 
children are 
involved in 
large- and 
small-group 
learning op¬ 
portunities as 
well as individual instruction. They also 
receive nutritious snacks and a balance of 
indoor and outdoor activities. 

I bis is an ideal laboratory setting for 
future teachers studying early childhood 
education at Tyler Junior College. “All 
of the lead teachers are former or present 
students at TJC in the child development/ 
early childhood program,” said Sitton. “It 
is an opportunity for our students to see 
quality childcare as it has been described 
in their text books and by instructors.” In 
addition, “Childcare licensing staff can 
send providers to observe best practices 
and catch the vision of quality care. This 
is for the whole community,” she said. 

Long-term studies of effective early 
childhood experiences have shown that 
such children are more likely to attend 
school regularly, finish high school and 
pursue higher education. They are less 


likely to become pregnant as teens, get in¬ 
volved in delinquent behaviors or divorce 
later in life. 

“You can’t help but smile in your heart 
when a child picks up a skill or learns 


a new word or laughs,” said Wilburn. 
“Everything you do at this age affects a 
child’s life.” 

Tuition at the center is just under $5,000 
annually per child. Some parents are able 
to pay part or all of the tuition but much is 
offset by scholarships and other subsidies. 
Of the students currently enrolled, two- 
thirds receive scholarships or grants from 
the partner organizations. 

The Tyler Junior College Foundation 
has established an endowment initiative 
with naming opportunities for those inter¬ 
ested in changing the future of children 
and strengthening Tyler families. 

For details, contact Mitch Andrews at 
the TJC Foundation office, 903-510-2034. 

— By Becca Anderson 



TJC early childhood graduate Ashley Hinson reads to preschool students 
Elija and Bryson. 
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NEWS 



WINNING TEAM - Apache Belles pose with winning team members Chris Ewert, Don Robert 
Johnson, Sam Mezayek, Jeff King, Jim Largent and Randy Grooms. 


FOUNDATION GOLF TOURNEY 
JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER 

On the 6th hole at Eagle’s Bluff Coun¬ 
try Club, a beautiful putt sends the ball 
into the cup—and a TJC speech commu¬ 
nication major is a step closer to her life’s 
ambition. On the 14th hole, an unfortunate 
slice heads into the rough—but a criminal 
justice major will receive a scholarship to 
further his studies. 

It isn’t the quality of the play that de¬ 
termines the outcome of the TJC Founda¬ 
tion’s annual Scholarship Golf Tourna¬ 
ment; it’s the generosity of community 
participants and sponsors. 

Last September, the tournament’s 20th 
edition raised $30,000 for student schol¬ 
arships at TJC. Lunch was generously 
sponsored by Texas Bank and Trust and 
featured award-winning WFAA-TV, News 
8 (Dallas/Ft. Worth) sports anchor Dale 
Hansen. His amusing, poignant and in¬ 
sightful stories about sports, education and 
life set the tone for the afternoon. Scholar¬ 
ship recipients from the 2006 tournament 
helped host the event, a visible reminder 
of the reason all were playing. 

“We have a significant slate of play¬ 
ers that play every year,” said tourna¬ 


ment chair Jerry Woolverton, who was a 
member of one of the 24 teams. “They all 
know they’ll see friends and enjoy a day 
at the course for a great cause. TJC has 
a reputation as an outstanding institution 
and is seen as a shining star for Tyler and 
the surrounding area.” 

The last two tournaments combined 
have provided $60,000 in scholarships. 
“Ever-improving education is vital for the 
economic health of a community. As busi¬ 
nesses grow, the need for well-educated, 
well-trained personnel increases, too. TJC 
does an outstanding job of furthering the 
education of students to enhance their 
attractiveness to potential employers,” 

Woolverton 
said. 

Thanks 
to the TJC 
Founda¬ 
tion Golf 
Tournament 
Advisory 
Committee: 
Rohn Boone, 
Gary Miller, 
Loren Ben¬ 
nett, Eddie 


Howard, Paul Latta, Freddie Sanchez, 
Eleanor Stringer and Jerry Woolverton. 



UNBELIEVABLE - Dale Hansen and the Texas 
Bank and Trust team react enthusiastically to 
a putt by Jerry Woolverton. Texas Bank and 
Trust sponsored the tournament lunch. 

Sponsorships are crucial to the success 
of the annual tournament and helped the 
Foundation raise the most scholarship 
funds in tournament history in 2007. See 
the list of 2007 sponsors on Page 32. 

The 2008 tournament is scheduled for 
September 11 at Eagle’s Bluff. Woolver¬ 
ton is chair and Rohn Boone co-chair. 

For information about sponsorship op¬ 
portunities, contact the TJC Foundation 
office at 903-510-2382. 



TOURNAMENT BENEFICIARIES - Students with scholarships made possible 
by the TJC Foundation Golf Tournament pose with 2007 guest speaker Dale 
Hansen while expressing the importance of Promise Number One: A Quality 
Education. 
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Computer gaming and simulation students Stephen Kiphen 
M left; and Bryan Young, right, with instructor David Alger 















Alger, center, looks over the work of students Jairo Aparichio and Matthew Wallace. 


T JC’s new video gaming and 
simulation program could be 
training the creators of the next best¬ 
selling Super Mario or Halo games. 

Video gaming and simulation is a 
two-year program for students interested 
in becoming gaming programmers 
and artists. 

According to a study from ABI 
Research, the video game industry is 
expected to double in sales from 2005’s 
$32.6 billion to $65.9 billion in 2011. 

Last year, the net receipts of the video 
game industry eclipsed those of the movie 
exhibition business for the first time. 
Hollywood has taken notice, funneling 
more cash into new games for the Sony, 
Nintendo, and Xbox platforms. 

By combining computer science 
courses with classes on graphic design 
and storytelling, students are making 
themselves ideal candidates for careers in 
video game design. 

How it came about 
“The video gaming industry is 
exploding right now,” said instructor 
David Alger, “and there are a lot of jobs 
opening up in the Austin area.” 

Alger said Austin companies sent 
out a call to community colleges across 
the state, to see if the colleges could 
put together a gaming and simulation 
curriculum and get people trained as 
quickly as possible. 

“To build a curriculum from the ground 
up has been very exciting,” Alger said. 
“First thing, we looked at the Austin 
program and the problem with that 
program was that it was post-graduate.” 

TJC needed a program for students 
fresh out of high school or at least on the 
community college level. 

“Austin expected either a lot of 
computer science education or a lot of 
graphic arts experience or a lot of work 
experience, none of which we can expect 
our students to have.” 

So, he checked the program at North 
Harris Community College in Houston. 


“Theirs was great, because it covered 
a broad territory, with a smattering of art, 
design and programming; but I wanted to 
provide more depth to show people how 
to actually do the jobs. 

“We’re at the cutting edge of 
technology here.” 

“The video gaming 
industry is exploding 
right now and there 
area lot of jobs 
opening up 

Alger, fellow computer instructor Gigi 
Delk and graphic arts instructor Torrey 
Wylie collaborated on the curriculum, 
making sure to develop coursework that 
would prepare someone to join the work 
force after two years or, if they choose, to 
continue to the university level. 

“We want to make sure they are on a 
solid foundation to progress to the next 
logical step, which would be a four-year 
degree in computer science,” Alger said. 

Delk said, “For students who want to 
do two years, then move into the work 


force, I think they’re going to be very well 
prepared. They’re actually going to leave 
here with more programming experience 
than they would with a four-year degree in 
computer science at any other school that 
I’m aware of. 

“And what we’re hoping is that with a 
two-year degree, they can get their foot in 
the door at a school and enter the industry 
as a video game tester, which is the 
bottom rung of the career ladder.” 

As they were compiling information 
for the curriculum, Delk said she and 
Alger were “riding the roads of East 
Texas, visiting high schools and talking to 
students, just to expose them to the idea of 
a gaming degree that’s local.” 

They approached students about an 
inverted bachelor’s degree, which is offered 
at several universities locally, where they 
can do their two years, then go on to a 
four-year degree. 

“We really stressed the idea that they 
have to be good at this to get a job in the 
industry,” she said. “This is not a place to 
come and play video games. This is for 
people who are capable of doing the work; 
but if they are in a position where they don’t 
find work after the two-year degree, they 
can go right into the four-year degree.” 

(continued on Page 30) 
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Unbroken Chain: 

Six Decades Honor Belle Legacy 

W hen the Apache Belles gathered to celebrate their 60th Anniversary, the call was answered by 
more than 300 former Belles. 

Alumni from throughout the U.S. returned to Apacheland for the event, marked by an all-Belle break¬ 
fast and morning rehearsal, the largest rim walk ever at Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium, a memo 
rable half-time performance with 253 Belle participants and an evening gala to pay tribute to the mile¬ 
stone. 

The weekend also produced the announcement of an Apache Belles floor in the new Louise H. and 
Joseph Z. Ornelas Residential Complex. 

Belles of all six decades provided their memories of the event for this photo review ... 


“What a wonderful weekend full of great friends, 
times, and memories. 

I’ll not forget the thrill of dancing on the field 
with all the other Belles — a true legacy unfolding 
throughout the decades. 

It gives me such a feeling of pride to be part of 
such a great legacy. 

— Cheryl (Whisenant) Rogers 
’67-’69 



“I feel very blessed to be the director of the Apache Belles. 

Throughout my 23 years at TJC, I have had the privilege of being a part of so many young women’s lives. To 
get to see so many of them at one time is always such fun. It was amazing to see Belles from all of the decades interacting together 
and having so much fun. I know Mildred Stringer, A1 Gilliam and Eva Saunders would be proud of the tradition, history and a reputa¬ 
tion for excellence that continues today. From the alumni dinner, sunrise breakfast and rehearsal, spectacular walk around the rim, the 
“over the top” half-time performance until the last dance at the Gala. They would have had a blast! 

My sincere thanks to my assistant Christy Evans and all the Gold committee that made the dream of diamonds a reality.” 

— Ruth Flynn 
Director 
























“My best memory was our trip to California 
when TJC played in the Junior Rose Bowl. It was 
such a great experience for all of us. 

The friendships I made during my time as a Belle 
come back each year as we ‘walk the rim.’ That’s 
one of the most enjoyable times each year. This is 
so much fun and you get to see former Belles you 

have not seen, sometimes, for 40 years.” 

— Shirley McCorkle Mallory 
’51-’52 




“It was inspiring to experience the school spirit and to 
realize the Apache Belle legacy, loyalty and sisterhood. It 
was overwhelming to receive such love and hospitality from 
so many. With all my heart I say thank you.” 

— Dr. Helen Appelberg 
’47-’48 


“Dancing is a bit like riding a bike. Even if you haven’t done it in a 
while, the joy and the excitement (as well as the challenge) of learning 

a new routine all come flooding back with each step and count.” 

— Jasilyn Salzman Schaefer 
’96-’98 


“The 60th Anniversary Performance of the Apache 
Belles was very special for me as well as my daughter, 
since she is the Head Dance Captain of the Apache Belles. 
This year has been a highlight for her and a very proud 
year for our family. She and I have always shared the love 
of dance together and performing at the same time during 
the half-time performance was fantastic! It is something 
that she and I will never forget.” 

— Amy Thompson Lilly 
’80-’81 

(continued on next page) 
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Promise 2: Belles’ 60th continued 



“All of the planning, building, designing and work that went into the 
half-time show were so worth it. To have my friends, who I haven’t 
seen or heard from since we left in ’93, come back to perform with me 
was such a surreal experience. To see the reactions from the women 
at the first practice, the screams of excitement and the tears of joy was 
overwhelming. Being a part of this group of women is the most exciting 
thing I have ever done.” 

— Christy Evans 
’91-’93 


“I decided I wanted to be an Apache Belle 
when I was three years old! After seeing the 
Belles in the Rose Parade, 1 got my own pair 
of Apache Belle boots for Christmas. ... My 
favorite part of the 60th Anniversary was 
walking the rim and sharing the field with 
many of my former students including the 
current head dance captain, Lauren Lilly, and 
my niece, Carley Newsom, who is an ador¬ 
able Belle Babe! Dancing with these young 
ladies once again, brought everything full 
circle for me.” 

— Cindy Nick 
’77-78 
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903 - 510 - 2250 . 



“I was a Belle from 1975 to 1977, so when I first got the invitation to participate in the 60th anniversary half-time show, I was a bit 
hesitant. 1 hadn’t been on that football field for 30 years. I did take the plunge and WOW, I’m so glad I did. I felt like I was 18 years 
old again!! Tears welled up as I walked the infamous rim.The present-day Belles were amazing, as was the TJC Band and having my 
husband and son present made it very special. ... I am proud to have been part of such a wonderful organization. 

Thanks to Mrs. Flynn and Mrs. Evans for the experience of a lifetime.” 


16 


— Liz Villanueva Chase 
75-77 
























Dave Ward accepts Distinguished Alumnus Award. Retiring president Dr. Bill Crowe and wife, Debbie; incoming president Dr. Mike Metke and wife, Donna 


HOMECOMING 2007: 


A PHOTO REVIEW OF THE PEP RALLY, ALUMNI AWARDS 
DINNER & DANCE, TAILGATE PARTY, THE GAME AND HALF-TIME PERFORMANCES 



Alumni board members Jon Jacobs and Gay Smith with Jon’s sons, Parker Members of the first Apache Belles squad, Helen Waller Appelberg, left, and 
and Chase. Billie Johnson Gribble, join the 60th Anniversary half-time performance. 


Student Christa Schovanek, in the middle, is wearing the first Belle uniform. 



Current Belles begin their Homecoming half-time performance. TJC running back Jeremy Brown looks to escape a host of Blinn Buccaneers. 






























umm 

:WS 


ALUMNI PRESIDENT SMITH 
SEES PROMISING FUTURE 

Dear Apache Family and Friends- 

I am very 
excited and 
proud to be 
president of the 
TJC Alumni 
Association. 

Tyler Junior 
College is an 
outstanding 
institution that 
has directed James Smith 

thousands of lives to a higher standard 
of living. The facilities, the faculty and 
the leadership are second to none. My 
wife, Sandi, and children, Justin, Jennifer, 
Janeye and Katie, are all TJC alumni. In 
our family, furthering our education is 
synonymous with Tyler Junior College. 

This past year has been an amazing one 
for our College. There was the completion 
of some major building projects and the 
beginning of many new ones; the retire¬ 
ment of a special president. Dr. William R. 
Crowe; and the excitement of new 
leadership from a new president. 

Dr. Mike Metke. 

The TJC Alumni Association mission is 
to promote our College in its “endeavors 
of excellence” by supporting its many 
programs, communicating to our commu¬ 
nity the numerous qualities and opportu¬ 
nities available; assist in the recruitment 
of future students to our campus through 
public relations, establish scholarships, 
and encourage former students to be active 
participants in the alumni association. 

I invite everyone to take a moment to 
study the many activities, benefits, and 



opportunities that are available to you 
through membership. I hope that for those 
of you who are former students but not 
members that you will revisit, review and 
join us in supporting the best College in 
the nation—Tyler Junior College! 

Thank you for your support. 



Dr. James A. Smith, Class of’73 
President, TJC Alumni Association 


ALUMNI BOARD WELCOMES 
BEGGS, JACOBS 

Carol Beggs and Jon Jacobs have been 
elected to the 
TJC Alumni 
Association 
Board of 
Directors. 

Beggs, Class 
of 1973, was 
born and raised 
in Tyler. She 
is the daughter 
of Leroy and Carol Beggs 

Shirley Mallory and has one son, Richard 
Miller, 25, Dallas. Carol graduated from 
John Tyler High School and majored in 
criminal justice at Sam Houston State 
University. While attending TJC, she was 
a member of Zeta Phi Omega and was a 
Delta Upsilon fraternity little sister. 

Carol is the recruiting and staffing 
manager for Heartland Security Insur¬ 
ance Group and serves on the board of the 
Independent Insurance Agents of Texas, 
Tyler chapter. 

“My two years at Tyler Junior College 
were invaluable. My experience at TJC 



provided me with a quality education, 
lifelong friendships and great memories,” 
she said. “I continue to be amazed at the 
national recognition of Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege. I am so proud to say I am a part of 
that tradition.” 

Jon Jacobs, Class of 1987, has lived 
in Tyler since 
1978. While 
attending 
TJC, Jon was 
a member of 
Delta Upsilon 
fraternity. He 
earned a bach¬ 
elor’s degree in 
business man¬ 
agement and a j on Jacobs 

master’s degree in business administration 
from LeTourneau University. Jon is a vice 
president and loan officer for Texas Bank 
and Trust. 

Jon is a volunteer for Junior Achieve¬ 
ment, East Texas Restaurant Association 
and serves on the board of directors for 
the American Red Cross, Smith County 
Chapter. He and his wife, Cyndi, have 
five children and are members of Colonial 
Hills Baptist Church. 

Board officers are: Dr. James Smith, 
president; James Sheridan, president-elect; 
Amy McCullough, secretary; and, Cindy 
Nick, past-president. Other Board mem¬ 
bers are: Dean Cagle, Joe Carlyle, John 
Chance, Daryl Derryberry, Christy Evans, 
Jose Feliciano, Gary Halbrooks, Kenneth 
Lewis, Margaret Loftis, Karen Roberts, 
Gay Smith, Vicki Sorrell and 
Nancy Stewart. 
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The East Coast TJC Alumni Chapter met at O’Lunney’s Times Square Irish Pub in New York, immediately following a presentation of “Har¬ 
vest,” a play written by TJC’s Dr. David W. Crawford. The triology opened off-Broadway in December and has received rave reviews. Among 
those attending were: David Crawford and family, Benard Cummings, Terry Gibson, Wendy Straus, Mark Rodgers, Jud and Christa Kimlicko 
Jones, Jacque Shackelford, Vic Siller, M’Liss Hindman and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kimlicko. 



The Dallas Area Chapter held a reception at The Parlour Cafe & Wine 
Bar in Richardson in November. Among those attending: Betsy Cad- 
dell, Becky Craig, Julie and Bryan Whitt, Lloyd Pate, Kristin Helt Or¬ 
tega, Dee and Mark Schueler, Susan Jones, Liz Chase, James Smith, 
Emma Lou Prater, Pete Molidor, E. T. Boon and Margaret Loftis. 


L-R: Top row: Kelli Jeter, (freshman, Whitehouse), Christina 
Walker (freshman, Los Angeles), Lauren Lilly (sophomore, Tyler), 

Sara Scarborough (freshman, Chandler), Amanda Marsh (fresh¬ 
man, Winona), Katie Hicks (sophomore, Pearland) Bottom row: Andy 
Patterson (sophomore, Tyler), Cody Schwark (freshman, Mesquite), 
Ryan Fowler (sophomore, Tyler), Charles Lewis (freshman, Arlington), 
and Kerby Sitton (sophomore, Tyler). Not pictured: Mary Richardson 
(sophomore, Livingston), Cortney Hollis (sophomore, Princeton) and 
Rex Brown, Jr. (sophomore, Rusk). 
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O © J. Curtis “Gold- } 
ie” Goldman, a retired 
Baptist minister, former 
World War II combat glider pilot and 
author, has written three books. His latest, 
“A Love Story, 50 Golden Goldman Years 
Pastoring Temple Baptist Church,” is the 
history of his mar¬ 
riage and ministry. 

It chronicles his 
time with Temple 
Baptist Church in 
Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, a church 
he established in 
1953. I Ie and wife 
Katherine have 
been married for 61 years. They have three 
children: Joe, Sue, and Kristy; eight grand¬ 
children and two great grandchildren. 

After retiring from Temple, the family 
moved to the Houston area. 

© Jack Revill, 
retired Dallas Executive 
Assistant Chief of Police, 
was recently interviewed about President 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination by the 
A&E History Channel at the JFK Museum 
(Texas School Book Depository) and the 


Dallas Trade Mart. 

At the time of the 
assassination. Jack 
was a police lieu¬ 
tenant, command¬ 
ing the intelligence 
section in charge of 
the outside security 
at the Trade Mart 
Building where 
President Kennedy had been scheduled to 
speak later that day. After the assassina¬ 
tion, Jack was the supervisor in charge of 
the search at the Texas School Book De¬ 
pository where the three spent rifle shells 
and the rifle were found. He was involved 
in the ensuing investigation that followed 
the shooting and later the shooting of Lee 
1 larvey Oswald by Jack Ruby. He and 
his unit were temporarily assigned to the 
Dallas County District Attorney’s Office 
to assist the prosecution of Jack Ruby for 
the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald. Revill 
twice testified before the Warren Com¬ 
mission in Washington, D.C., and once 
before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Select Committee. While attending TJC, 
Jack was a member of our 1949 National 
Basketball Championship Team. This past 


year. Jack’s grandson, Stephen Schwark 
was the Apaches’ starting quarterback. 

Leatha Glisson has 
just finished her second 
book, Love Wears Many 
Faces. This memoir continues the story 
begun in her first book, Some Glad Morn¬ 
ing , and chronicles 
the faces of love 
through four de¬ 
cades of marriage. 
Lea tells the story 
of a fairy-tale ro¬ 
mance which be¬ 
gan at TJC with a 
blind date, a three 
month courtship, 
and an elopement. 
As she remembers a marriage that began 
with hope and ended in heartache, she 
attempts to reveal to the reader that love is 
rarely uncomplicated or uncluttered. She 
also shares some of her experiences at TJC 
as a member of the Apache Band. The 
book is available through Parthena Press, 
4219 Monaco, San Antonio. 

Gerald Busby, a 
New York composer 
and protege of Virgil 
Thomson, had two premieres in October 
— a piano concerto and a choral piece for 
women’s voices, by The New York Treble 
Singers at the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church. Gerald has lived in the Chelsea 
Hotel for 30 years and has written most of 
his music there. Perhaps best-known for 
his scores for the ballet Runes ; an opera 
with Craig Lucas, Orpheus in Love ; and 
a Robert Altman film. Three Women , he 
celebrated his 70th birthday with a concert 
at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall a 
couple of years ago. A piano major at 
TJC under the direction of Oscar Ziegler 




J. Curtis Goldman 






Leatha Glisson 
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and Joseph 
Kirshbaum, 
he continued 
his education 
at Baylor and 
Yale. Runes 
received 
hundreds of 
performances 
since its Paris 
premiere in 
1975, and in 1976 was chosen as the first 
dance work to be featured on the PBS 
Great Performances series. Dance in 
America. Busby’s debut as a film compos¬ 
er came in 1977 with Three Women , which 
won international acclaim. Several of his 
theatrical chamber music scenarios were 
produced off-Broadway and at Carnegie 
Recital Hall. Besides composing music 
for dance, film, and theater, Busby has 
written more than 100 concert works for 
solo instruments, voice and piano, chorus, 
concert band and chamber ensembles. 

★ Patsy C. Frase, who was an assistant 
superintendent of administration and per¬ 
sonnel at a public school, recently retired. 
She enjoys having more time to spend 
with her family and friends. While attend¬ 
ing TJC, Patsy (Smith) was an Apache 
Belle and is a member of Belle Gold. 

★ IMyralee L. Newcombe, 
who currently lives in 
Oklahoma City, still 
works full time as a medi¬ 
cal transcriptionist. She writes that she 
enjoyed being a part of the Belles’ 60th 
Anniversary celebration this year and 
was relieved to find that the weather was 
much better than in 1997. While attend¬ 
ing TJC, Myralee (Boone) was an Apache 
Belle and is a member of Belle Gold. 





★Glenda Strum recently received a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from Cold- 
well Banker Jim Stewart, in Waco. She 
is enjoying 
travel with 
her husband, 
civic work, 
grandchildren, 
lifetime learn¬ 
ing at Baylor, 
and having 
more time to Glenda Strum, Jim Stewart 
spend with her friends. While attending 
TJC, Glenda (Matthews) was an Apache 
Belle and is a member of Belle Gold. 

★ Betty J. Doerr is very proud to say 
that she had the oppor¬ 
tunity to learn to ski, 
mainly in Europe in her 
late 40s. In her late 50s, she took up scuba 
diving and writes that it was the most fun 
she’d ever had. Betty has been on diving 
trips to the Red Sea, Rotan, Honduras, 
Cozumel, Belize, Fiji, Tahiti and Hawaii. 
She is planning her next trip to islands 
in Indonesia. While attending TJC, Betty 
(Brinkley) was an Apache Belle and is a 
member of Belle Gold. 

Charlotte McGuire Goodwin, a former 
Apache Belle, spent 30 years as a real 
estate broker owning her 
own RE/MAX agency. 

During this time, Char¬ 
lotte was a Dallas 
County Grand Jury 
Commissioner and 
member of the Dallas 
Junior League. Dur¬ 
ing the last ten years, 
she has become an 
ordained metaphysi¬ 
cal minister and certi¬ 
fied metaphysical Charlotte Goodwin 


practitioner. She is a contributing writer 
for online spiritual magazines, newsletters 
and the author of the recently released 
The Twisted Path. Charlotte and her 
husband, Don, live in Pagosa Springs, 
Colo., and can be reached through 
www.spiritsandmiracles.com. 

Dr. Richard A. Anderson recently 
received the Smith 
County Medical Soci¬ 
ety’s prestigious Gold- 
Headed Cane Award at their annual event. 
The award is “a symbol of respect, truth, 
culture and art in the medical profession”. 
As a young man he was head of the Mad 
Scientists Club. He was born at Mother 
Frances Hospital and later became chief 
of the medical staff there. After TJC, he 
graduated from the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School in 1974 and 
began in his practice in Tyler as an internal 
medicine specialist. 

★ Diane Anderson, 
after graduating from UT 
Austin, taught school in Austin 
for five years before becoming a flight at¬ 
tendant for Delta Airlines. Diane enjoyed 
her career but after 25 years, took early 
retirement and now teaches fourth grade 
in Lewisville ISD. Her three step-children 
have all attended TJC. She is also the 
proud grandmother of six. While attending 
TJC, Diane (Kribs) was an Apache Belle 
and is a member of 
Belle Gold. 

★Juliene C. Ellis 
currently lives in 
Dallas with her 
husband of 29 years, 

David Ellis. They 
have a daughter, 

Carolyn, 22, and 

a son, Matthew, Julienne C. Ellis 
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20. Juliene is an executive assistant at 
Southern Methodist University. She enjoys 
walking, getting together with friends and 
family, reading, shopping and movies — 
and loves to vacation in Destin, Fla. While 
attending TJC, Juliene (Hoffman) was an 
Apache Belle and is a member of Belle 
Gold. 

©Deborah (Johns) and Jimmy Dale 
Burgess (’70) currently 
live in Cullman, Ala., but 
try to get back to Texas 
at least twice a year. They have three 
children and are proud that all three are 
college graduates. Deborah is a registered 
nurse and is back in college working on 
her master’s degree in nursing. While 
attending TJC, Debbie (Johns) was an 
Apache Belle and is a lifetime member of 
Belle Gold she enjoyed helping cel¬ 
ebrate the Belles’ 60th anniversary 
this fall. Jimmy was a member of the 
Apache Band. 

★ Drusilla K. Steadman has been a 
teacher at Elkhart Elementary for 25 years 
and has been married for 32 years. They 
have three grown and married children and 
four grandchildren. While attending TJC, 
Dru (McMullen) was a member of San 
Souci Sorority, the Apache Belles and is a 
member of Belle Gold. 

Jack T. Bailey currently lives in Athens 
where he founded Texas Power Consul¬ 
tants, LLC to assist commereial/industrial 
clients with electricity power purchases. 

I le has five grandchildren: Breonna, 

Molly, Gabe, Emma, and Merissa. While 
attending TJC, Jack was a member of the 
baseball team and Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society. 

Kathi L. Turner has been married 32 
years to husband David. They have two 
grown daughters, Angela and Lacey; and 


two grandsons, Blake and Brady. The 
couple lives in Andrews, where she works 
for the National Bank of Andrews and 
David works for Henry Petroleum. While 
attending TJC, Kathi (Kent) was a mem¬ 
ber of Zeta Phi Omega Sorority and the 
Apache Belles. She writes that she would 
love to hear from hear from 
former squad mates. 

© David Wren is 
writing a coffee table 
book about the Montgomery family home, 
Ardrossan, made famous in Philip Barry’s 
play, “The Philadelphia Story.” Wren is 
the first person to gain unfettered access to 
the family archive and has had a ball read¬ 
ing letters between Helen Hope Montgom¬ 
ery Scott (the model for character Tracy 
Lord) and Katharine Hepburn (who played 
the part in the movie). Look for the book 
later this year. David is East Coast Alumni 
Chapter president. While attending TJC, 
he was president of Las Mascaras Speech 
and Drama Club. David has lived just 
outside of Philadelphia for years, but still 
loves to catch the train to New York City 
when his hectic schedule permits. 

★Glenda J. Reid is a 
practicing dental hygien¬ 
ist who lives in Rockwall 
with husband Mike, a homebuilder in the 
Dallas area. They have been married for 
26 years and have two sons who attend 
Abilene Christian University. She also 
has a three-year-old granddaughter by 
her stepson. While attending TJC, Glenda 
(Hootcn) was a member of the Apache 
Belles and is a member of Belle Gold. 

Joseph S. Funke’s 
company. Eclipse Enter¬ 
tainment LLC, won the 
2007 Esprit Award “Best Entertainment 
Production” at the International Special 


Events Society World Conference in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, recently. The 
ISES annually recognizes event planning 
companies that demonstrate outstanding 
achievements in their fields of endeavor. 
Eclipse won for their entertainment design 
titled “Six Flags Over Texas.” The com¬ 
pany was also awarded Best Entertainment 
Production at the Texas Star Awards, for 
the same design. Established in Arlington 
in 1985, Eclipse began producing custom 
stage shows, musical reviews and spe¬ 
cial theme events across the U.S. for the 
largest theme park chain in the world and 
quickly became a driving force for family 
entertainment. In 1996, Eclipse began to 
focus on corporate and private special 
events. Their ‘magic’ has proven to be an 
element in demand in the corporate mar¬ 
ketplace. Besides Six Flags Over Texas, 
their clients include: the Hilton Anatole, 
the State Fair of Texas, the American Red 
Cross, Gilley’s Dallas and The Gaylord 
Texan. While attending TJC, Joey majored 
in theater and was a member of Las Mas¬ 
caras Drama Club. 

★Ann-Marie Marsh, 
a former member of the 
Apache Band, was excited and proud to 
see her daughter continue the tradition of 
“walking the rim” as an incoming fresh¬ 
man member of the 2007 Apache Band. 
Ann-Marie taught in Tyler ISD for 18 
years and is now a high school teacher 
in Big Sandy. She writes that she “has 
students from Big Sandy who are also in¬ 
coming freshman and she knows that they 
are in great hands at TJC.” 

★ Donna S. Davis writes 
that she has such wonderful 
memories of her time with the Apache 
Belles. One of her favorite memories is 
performing for President Ronald Reagan. 
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David F. Covnet has 

retired from the Kilgore 
Fire Department after 25 
years and is currently a safety coordinator 
for basic energy services. While attending 
TJC, David was a member of the Apache 
Band. 

Mike Easterlin, veteran promotion ex¬ 
ecutive has been named senior VP of pro¬ 
motion at Roadrunner Records. The move 


is part of the merging of the Roadrunner 
and Lava Records promo staffs. Easterlin, 
who currently heads Lava’s promo 
department, joined Roadrunner in January 
and is now based in the label’s New 
York office. Easterlin will manage and 
oversee all radio promotion activities for 
Roadrunner as well as select Atlantic 
releases including Fueled by Ramen. 

Since joining Atlantic two years ago, Mike 
has developed a fantastic promotion de¬ 
partment that has seen great success with a 
diversity of artists across multiple formats. 
While attending TJC, Mike was a member 
of the Las Mascaras Speech and Drama 
Club. Mike currently lives in New Jersey 
with his wife LeeAnn and their 
two beautiful children. Pictured above 
with Mike are TJC speech and drama 
teachers Jacque Shackelford and M’Liss 
Hindman just before the East Coast 
chapter Reception in New York City in 
December. 


★Julianne G. Patrick 

is married with two 
children and two step 
children. She stays busy with the kids’ 
school and sports activities. Juli is also a 
librarian at White Oak Middle School and 
husband, Larry, is the market manager at 
Albertson’s. While attending TJC, Juli was 
a member of the Apache Belles and is a 
current Belle Gold member. 

Shea Whigham’s 
latest movie, a 
comedy called 

Wristcutters: A Love Story opened 
to critical acclaim in November. 
Shea and his wife live in the LA 
area with their three children. 

Chris Rocha 
just finished a 
Lion’s Gate film in 
Boston, called Bachelor No. 2, with Alec 
Baldwin 
and Kate 
Fludson. 

“1 play 
Ramon, a 
Mexican- 
Irish 
waiter. I 
have a few 
lines and it 
was lots of Chris Rocha 

fun. Boston is a great city,” he writes. 

©© Pamela J. High and Royden 
“Buck” High, a Belle and Belle Guard, 
have been married for over 12 years and 
write “...we are still going strong! We 
have two great children, Nikole, 6, and 
Chap, 3.” The family lives in Murphy, 
where Pam is the controller for Adams 
Golf, while Buck is a computer engineer 
for Nortel. Both are lifetime members of 
Belle Gold. 




Jacque Shackelford, M’Liss Hindman, Mike Easterlin 








★Tammy Clark has 

lived in Rockwall for 
the past six years and 
writes, “I have a wonderful daughter in the 
second grade, and I’ve worked as a flight 
attendant for Southwest Airlines since 
1996.” While attending TJC, Tammy was 
a member of the Apache Belles and is a 
current Belle Gold member. 

★ Mary K. Williams, } 
a licensed vocational 
nurse, lives in Plano with 
husband Brian. They had their first baby, 
a little girl, in November. While attending 
TJC, Mary was a member of the Apache 
Belles and is a current Belle Gold member. 

Jennifer L. Clarke is 
married, with two young 
children, Aidan and 
Ryleigh. She finished her 
bachelor’s degree with an English major/ 
theater minor at Lamar University. She is 
presently working as a paralegal in Beau¬ 
mont. While attending TJC, Jennifer was 
a member of Las Mascaras Theatre and 
Drama Club. 

★ Kelli D. Crawford and husband, 
Daniel, live in Rockwall with their two 
children. She writes that she is the special 
education department head at Poteet High 
School and absolutely loves her job. She 
still enjoys exercise, aerobics and running 
and adds that “most of our spare time is 
spent watching our horse race at Lone Star 
Park.” While attending TJC, Kelli was a 
member of the Apache Belles and is a cur¬ 
rent Belle Gold member. 

© Mandy H. Easier currently lives 
in Plano where she teaches dance. She 
has been a drill team director for the past 
seven years. In her spare time, she loves to 
run and is training for her fourth marathon. 
While attending TJC, Mandy was a mem- 
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her of the Apache Belles and is a lifetime 
member of Belle Gold. 

★Leah N. Wansley writes that she is 
married, lives in Whitehouse, and has two 
daughters, ages 5 and 2. While attending 
TJC, Leah was a member of the Apache 
Belles and is a current Belle Gold member. 

Carmin Marie Biggs is 
now working at WABC- 
TV in New York. She 
writes that she is “the 
weekend morning producer. It’s the same 
show I produced in Houston for KTRK- 
ABC 13.” She started her new job in New 
York in June, after working just one year 
in Houston. “Working in NYC has been 
my dream for a long time. It’s the reason 

I went to NYU 
and worked 
so hard to get 
internships 
with ABC 
Sports, World 
News Tonight, 
Primetime and 
20/20.” Car¬ 
min returned to 

Carmin Marie Biqqs 

TJC to attend 

the Alumni Awards during Homecoming. 
She also attended the East Coast Chap¬ 
ter Reception in New York City on Dec. 

9. While attending TJC, she was vice 
president of Student Senate, a member of 
Las Mascaras Drama Club and Phi Theta 
Kappa. 

Daniel .1. Cooper received an associ¬ 
ate’s degree at TJC in business manage¬ 
ment and earned his bachelor’s from UT 
Tyler in human resource development. 
While attending TJC, he was a member of 
the Apache Band. 

Jennifer K. Gardner 
returned to TJC to take 


preparatory classes for the BSN program 
at Texas Woman’s University in Denton. 
Her goal is to become a Medical Esthetic 
Nurse Specialist. 

© Kathleen M. (Thomas) Schlebach 

married Gabriel Schlebach on July 16, 
2005. She is a dental hygienist in Plano. 
While attending TJC, Katie was a mem¬ 
ber of the Apache Belles and is a lifetime 
member of Belle Gold. 

★ Meredith E. Getting did her post 
graduation from Baylor where she at¬ 
tended a year-long program training 
people for church “planting” work. After 
her training, she served a year in Morocco 
working with college students and helping 
them establish a church group there. At 
TJC, Meredith was an Apache Belle and is 
an annual member of Belle Gold. 

© Lisa S. Henslin, a 
former Apache Belle, just 
completed her fi fth year 
with The Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders. 

She was a group leader for the 2006-2007 
DCC squads. She was also featured in 
three DCC swimsuit calendars. Lisa was 
also featured on CMT’s reality show about 
making the Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders 
squad. She is a lifetime member of 
Belle Gold. 

© Rachel E. Simpson, 

a former Apache Belle, 
is excited to be return¬ 
ing to her hometown to teach dance and 
direct the Silverado Drill Team at Guyer 
High School in Denton. Rachel graduated 
with a degree in dance education from 
Texas State University in 2005. She also 
taught at Longview High School and was 
the director of the Viewettes. Rachel is a 
lifetime member of Belle Gold. 

Cassie Watson, recently crowned 
“American Princess” on the WE TV real¬ 







ity show, competed against 
11 other women to win 
$50,000 cash, a dance with 
a real European 
prince and the 
British title “The 
Lady of the Manor 
of Netherhall.” 

After winning a 
preliminary com¬ 
petition in Dallas, 
she was flown to 
London where the 12 women stayed for 
two months on the third floor of an $80 
million home. They were given two chal¬ 
lenges a week and filmed Monday through 
Saturday. The other contestants were 
slowly eliminated and Cassie won. “1 was 
very happy of course, but very exhausted” 
Cassie said. “All-in-all, it was a fairy-tale 
ending.” 

★Jennifer Colunga is 

working for Pro-Lab and 
is really enjoying it. 

★Olimpia A. Morales entered the East 
Texas Police Academy last May. She was 
named lieutenant of the Tyler 
Police Explorers. 

★Sherry K. Searle writes that she has 
had many changes in her life this past 
year. She is recently divorced, in a new se¬ 
rious relationship, and changed jobs from 
EMT-Basic to a paramedic. 

★ Kimberly J. Sikes is married, has one 
child, and a new home. 

★ Hugo B. Vidal-Bernard has been at¬ 
tending Southern Illinois University since 
spring 2007. He is playing No. 3 singles 
for the men’s tennis team and studying 
management. He’s also engaged. 

★Nadia K. Bitar 
married Ryan Kirby last 
spring. She works part 
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time at the Muscular Dystrophy Associa¬ 
tion and is currently enrolled at UT Tyler, 
working on her bachelor’s in speech 
communication. 

★ Debra L. Bunt writes that she 
became a grandmother in November. 

★Amber M. Downey is attending UT 
Tyler and plans to work on her master’s 
degree. 

★Sonier Elder graduated magna cum 
laude from TJC and attends UT Tyler. 

★Christina L. Glasper works at the 
Tyler Police Department. 

★Amy R. Jeffus started the LVN pro¬ 
gram in the fall after receiving her 
Pre-BSN degree. 

★Jaime M. Johnson is attending UT 
Tyler, pursuing her bachelor’s degree in 
human resource development. 

★Amey F. Jones writes that she is mar¬ 
ried to the man of her dreams and is the 
mother to a beautiful daughter (and future 
Belle). She works as a PRN and is a vol¬ 
unteer cheer coach. She is also a member 
of Dallas County Medical Resolve Corp. 

★Theresa M. Kincade has accepted a 
job as a subcontractor for Sprint, selling 
caption phones to the deaf and hard 
of hearing. 

★Charamavne M. Lamotte writes 
that they are finally getting a new house 
on their property and “thanks the Lord 
because we really needed it.” This fall she 
began taking classes at UT Tyler, majoring 
in history, with a minor in theatre. 

★Angela C. Lassiter battled breast can¬ 
cer in 2006 and writes that it was a hard 
year but God helped her get through it. 

★ Morgan E. Moore has one daughter, 
Mallorie, who was born Aug. 31. 

★Gail D. Morris is working at Trin¬ 
ity Mother Frances Health System in the 
information technology department. 


★Jill M. Murray plans to move to the 
Tyler area after securing a job as a sign 
language interpreter. She said, “My goal is 
to spend as much time as I can in vol¬ 
unteer Bible education work, using sign 
language to serve the deaf.” 

★James D. Newman graduated in Au¬ 
gust, passed exam and is now an LVN. 

★ Barbara K. Osmond passed her 
RRT in February and works at Palestine 
Regional Medical Center as a RRT (regis¬ 
tered respiratory therapist). 

★ LaTonya M. Ray graduated from 
TJC and is looking forward to continuing 
her education and receiving her bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice. 

★ Rachel M. Rosales has a new job 
working at Christian Ministries Bail Bond 
Company. “It just recently opened and I 
am helping get it started.” She writes that 
she is a divorced, single mom, providing 
for her only son. Her goal is for them to 
have a place of their own soon. 

★Susan L. Savage is attending UT Ty¬ 
ler, where she is working on her certifica¬ 
tion to teach fourth through eighth grade 
language arts and social studies. 

★Joseph E. Scheid joined the United 
States Air Force. 

★Gary V. Tragesser works for America 
Medical Response Ambulance Service as 
an EMT-Basic. He has a new girlfriend, a 
nurse in Portland, Ore., and plans to buy a 
new house near her in Vancouver, Wash. 

★Oscar A. Urieta last wrote that she is 
working at ETMC. 

★ Dawn R. Williams is engaged to for¬ 
mer TJC student Ronald Raymond. “I’ve 
been accepted to UT Tyler and plan to 
teach math after graduation,” she wrote. 

★Jason J. Woods is attending one more 
semester of school so he can receive his 
certificate. 
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50th ANNIVERSARIES 

Class of 1954 

M.C. and Janie Akin, July 7, 2007, 
Longview 
Class of 1957 

Dr. Joseph and Mary Prud’homme, 

Aug. 30, 2007, Tyler 

MARRIAGES 

Class of 1954 

© Jimmy Murphy and Carolyn Bates, 
Tyler 

Class of 1989 

Ramona Froeschl and Tom Katsadas, 
Grand Prairie 
Class of 1990 

Trina Brooks and Eric Dawson, 
Maryland 

Class of 1994 

Tina Wells and Joe Spain, Arp 
Class of 1997 

Erin Beatty and Terrance Tucker, 

Irving 

Class of 1999 

Tara Bearden and T.J. Sexton, 
Jacksonville 

Class of 2000 

Wendellyn Hawkins and Jaquail 
Young, Humble 

Amanda Adams and Jason Hunt, 
Palestine 

Class of 2001 

Jill McMillian and Aaron Key, Tyler 
Paula Brewer and William Key, Jr., Tyler 
Emily Bilby and Chad Nix, Tyler 
Amanda Stewart and Ryan Addison, 
Tyler/ Whitehouse 
VarSherrie Houston and Torrey 
McMiller, Tyler 

Jacqueline Dunbar and Jamie Broad, 
Pittsburg 
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Class of 2002 

Kathleen Hewgley and Jeremy Ogea, 
Waco 

Lindsay Smith and Joshua Casey, 
Whitehouse 

Krystal Minix and Anjuan Evans, 
Grand Prairie 

Carla Smith and Brian Carey, Dallas 
Ebony Mumphrey and Byron Oliver, 
Tyler 

Class of 2003 

Amber Moore and Philip LeBarron, 
Tyler 

Jami Ray and Chris Alvarado, Flint 
Taura Johnson and Quinn Smith, Tyler 
Class of 2004 

Diana Serratt and Jeff Hill, Tyler 
Amanda Gilliam and Mark Adair, 

Beaumont 

Auf ii mn Oliver and Shawn Parrish, 
Tyler 

Betty Gray and Michael Benham, Tyler 
Class of 2005 

Chrystal Ashcraft and Horacio Reyes, 
Jr., Lindale 

Meagan Coker and Kyle Smith, 
Whitehouse 

Mindy Fleming and Collin Hadley, 
Dallas 

Aimee Morris and Trevor Phillips, 
Tyler 

Class of 2006 

Jennie Gaynier and Nathan Bailey, 

Tyler 

Christi Smith and Jordan Montes, 

Nacogdoches 

Cassie Airheart and Jeffrey White, 

San Diego, CA 

Lynsey Dillard and William Woods, 

Tyler 

Brandi Arnett and Andrew Peterson, 
Nacogdoches 

Alisha Hicks and William Malone, 
Lindale 


Heather Dusenberry and Ryan 
Whitaker, Paris 

Chelsey Kelley and Jamey Whitley, 
Tyler 

Lauren Gregory and Michael 
Marchessault, Tyler 
Tonya Porter and Matthew Langley, 
Lindale 

Bethany Loudamy and Jeremy DeLay, 
Lindale 

Jessica Sulser and James Johnson, 
Poynor 

Stephanie Collier and Shelton Benson, 

Jacksonville 

Tracy Loftin and Brandon Hancock, 
Tyler 

Class of 2007 

Erin Messer and Brad Brown, Tyler 
Kelci Ross and Joshua Meadows, Tyler 
Samantha Smith and David Arias, 
Chandler 

Tasha Stepongzi and Chad Lackey, 
Chandler 

Lauren Laningham and John Turner, 
Jr., Tyler 

Ashley Clover and William Briscoe, 
Rockwall 

Lindsey Grubb and Michael Scritch- 
field, Tucson, AZ 

Jennifer Lauman and Eric Platt, Tyler 
Erica Legler and Kurtis Cauley, Tyler 
Dorian Miller and Garrick Jackson, 

Tyler 

Katy Massingill and John Geren, 
Evanston, WY 

Megan Brown and William Shepherd, 

Tyler 

TJC Family Marriages 

Tracy Gaskins and Phillip “Matt” 
Phelps, Tyler 

Crystal Estep and Todd Straley, Tyler 


MEMORIALS 

1931 

Dr. Jim Vaughn, July 4, 2007, Tyler 

1933 

Jack W. Flock, Oct. 15, 2007, Tyler 

1937 

Loy J. Gilbert, May 9, 2007, Tyler 

1940 

Darwin E. Everett, Aug. 13, 2007, 
Quitman 

Clara B. Ginn Westfall, November 10, 
2007, Tyler 

1941 

Ruth Isabelle Smith, April 21,2007, Tyler 

1942 

Lyle Rose Hankerson Gandy, Oct. 9, 
2007, McAllen 

1947 

Peggy L. Smith, April 10, 2007, Rowlett 
Dan W. Hilliard, Sept. 25,2007, 

San Antonio 

1948 

Barbara A. Westbrook, March 13, 2007, 
Lubbock 

1949 

John Herman Epperson, April 18, 2007, 
Tyler 

1951 

Edwin G. “Bud” Savage, March 20, 
2007, Sun City 

Joe J. Burks, June 3, 2007, Tyler 
Betty S. Stricklin, July 9, 2007, Tyler 

1953 

Dr. J.C. Callaway, May 29, 2007, 

El Dorado, Arkansas 

1956 

Robert J. (Bobby Jack) Caraway, Oct. 5, 
2007, Denton 
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CIRCLE OF HONOR 

Milton Williams, Woodville, Oct. 31, 
2007. Williams was a top guard for Coach 
Floyd Wagstaff’s Apaches basketball 
teams, 1954-56. An exceptional jump 
shooter with quick acceleration to the 
hoop, Williams earm 
Little All-America 
honors at Centenary 
College. He contin¬ 
ued playing basket¬ 
ball into his 60s and 
shared his love for 
the game with youth 
leagues. Williams was ordained as a min¬ 
ister in 1972 and worked with youth of the 
Alabama-Coushatta tribe in the Livingston 
area. He was inducted into the TJC Sports 
Circle of Honor in 2000. 

1957 

Dewey M. McDonald, March 15, 2007, 
Ft. Worth 

Clista F. Key, April 14, 2007, Tyler 

1959 

Carroll W. Moseley, May 16, 2007, 
Whitehouse 

Allen E. Elliott, Nov. 5, 2007, Tyler 

1960 

Ted C. Chilcote, Aug. 6, 2007, 

Pilot Point 

1964 

Olean D. Humphreys, March 5, 2007, 
Mineola 

Billy Charles Darnell, May 28, 2007, 
Berryville 

1966 

Rebecca E. King, Aug. 1,2007, Tyler 
R. Paul Clinkscales, Aug. 2, 2007, Tyler 

1967 

Stephen L. Smith, Oct. 16, 2007, Houston 



1968 

Eldon W. McCaslin, July 24, 2007, 
Richardson 

John Oliver Brown, Sept. 13, 2007, 
Tyler 

1970 

Billy “Bill” James Davis, March 3, 

2007, Tyler 

1971 

Fred McElroy, April 7, 2007, Tyler 
James Franklin “Frank” Graham III, 

May 21,2007, Tyler 
Burnest “Bunny” Ross, May 26, 2007, 
Tyler 

Catana Trimble, Oct. 19, 2007, Houston 

1972 

James A. Haigler, Sept. 16, 2007, 
Chandler 

1973 

Ben H. Denton, April 22, 2007, 
Georgetown 

Tony Dorough, July 20, 2007, Terrell 

1974 

Dorothy Anderson, March 13,2007, 
Tyler 

Kenneth L. Smith, July 10, 2007, Tyler 

1975 

Lee Roy Berryman, March 12, 2007, 
Tyler 

1976 

Glenda K. Sly, Feb. 21,2004, 

Greenville 

Dwight Anthony “Pete” Smith, March 
29, 2007, Tyler 

James L. Nolen, July 31,2007, 

Chandler 

Kathryn A. Jones, Sept. 24, 2007, Tyler 
Mary E. Bell, Oct. 30, 2007, Tyler 

1977 

Helen D. Williams, May 25, 2007, Tyler 
Karen Sterling-Choice, July 22, 2007, 
Tyler 

James M. Benavides, Oct. 16, 2007, Tyler 



Jean H. Williams, Oct. 16, 2007, 
Carrollton 

1978 

Marshall R. Taylor, March 7, 2007, 

Tyler 

1982 

Jerry Paul Gardner, May 6, 2007, Tyler 

1983 

Lonnie L. Tatum, Jr., April 9, 2007, 

Tyler 

John M. Hogan, III, Aug. 28, 2007, Flint 

1984 

Pam Boatright Sepmoree, April 30, 2007, 
Tyler 

Johnny R. Cooper, Aug. 27, 2007, Port 
Arthur 

1985 

Senetta Y. Mallard, Aug. 18, 2007, Rusk 
Jimmy D. Johnson, Sept. 13, 2007, 
Brownsboro 

Robert W. Broadus, Oct. 1, 2007, San 
Marcos 

Arlin George, Oct. 22, 2007, Lindale 

1986 

Fannette K. Shaw, Feb. 28, 2007, St. 
Petersburg, FL 

1989 

Chad M. Hymel, Aug. 2, 2007, Houston 

1992 

June M. Sparks, July 10, 2007, 
Winnsboro 

James Y. Lane, Aug. 3, 2007, Highlands 

1994 

Cpl. Ryan Alan Bishop, April 14, 2007, 
Tyler 

1996 

Angie Spencer Tidwell, June 7, 2007, 
Whitehouse 

Amanda K. Barfield, Oct. 27, 2007, 
Whitehouse 

2000 

Mae O. Jackson, Aug. 21, 2007, Tyler 

(continued on Page 32) 
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Left to right, students Veronica Beltran, Crystal Simmons and 
Lance Blackmon at the annual Texas Asthma Camp, conducted 
by The University of Texas Health Science Center. 









Asthma campers are assisted by counselors in an archery exercise. (Photo courtesy uthsct) 


S tudents, faculty and staff of Tyler 
Junior College know that the per¬ 
sonal rewards of participating in commu¬ 
nity service work can be like a breath of 
fresh air. Students and one veteran faculty 
member in the respiratory care program 
know that their service with the Texas 
Asthma Camp is exactly that for hundreds 
of children who attend. 

Each year, TJC’s respiratory care stu¬ 
dents join The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Texas Asthma Camp, 
the largest asthma camp in Texas. 

Campers are boys and girls, ages 7-14, 
with chronic asthma. Since 1985, hun¬ 
dreds of children have come to the camp 
to learn the skills necessary to manage 
their asthma while at the same time real¬ 
izing that they can run, swim and have 
fun—-just like kids at traditional camps. 

TJC students serve as counselors for 
the kids, staying with them in Camp Tyler 
cabins, participating in activities, helping 
administer medications and learning first¬ 
hand the effects and triggering mecha¬ 
nisms of the disease. 

“It really helped to see first-hand their 
experiences with their disease. We had 
some kids who had acute exasperations 
while we were there - small asthma at¬ 
tacks. We actually helped them,” said 
Lance Blackmon, a TJC sophomore from 
Tyler. “It was helpful to see the actual 
onset, because for us - in a hospital set¬ 
ting - we would only see (it) way late into 
the process. We wouldn’t get to see how it 
started for them.” 

Students in the respiratory care program 
participate in clinical assignments as part 
of their course work, serving in clinics and 
hospitals throughout East Texas. Participa¬ 
tion in Texas Asthma Camp is above and 
beyond and not a requirement for gradu¬ 
ation. Still, those who participated last 
summer saw the rewards. 

“The kids loved it and had a great time, 
and so did we,” said Sherrel Flowers, 
Whitehouse. “We had a couple who had 


never been to camp before because ot 
their asthma, and they just took in every¬ 
thing that the camp does. A lot of these 
children don’t get to have these kinds of 
experiences. 

“I like to be involved in community 

“After about the third 
day, we were really 
enjoying it and we 
got to know the kids. 
We actually got a 
little sad when we 
saw that first group 
leave.” 

service anyway, and when it can help chil¬ 
dren, I just throw it out there 100 percent. 
It was really enjoyable.” 

The partnership between UTHSC 
and TJC began several years ago when 
respiratory care instructor Phyllis Brunner 
agreed to assist and provide volunteers. It 
is a natural connection, she says, and one 
that she enjoys. 

“I do it for a couple of reasons. One, I 
actually do enjoy it and secondly, if I’m 


willing to help, the students are going to 
be more likely to do it. 

“They can’t complain about the heat or 
all the stress as much when they see me, 
older than them, out there helping, too!” 

Rhonda Scoby, director of public affairs 
and marketing for UTHSC, said Brunner 
is a shining example for the program and a 
vital part of each year’s camps. 

“The partnership between UT Health 
Science Center and Tyler Junior College 
is a win-win for everyone,” she said. “TJC 
respiratory students get the opportunity to 
see children with asthma in a more natural 
environment. The campers are cared for 
by TJC students with excellent training. 
And the Health Science Center is able 
to provide a first-class educational 
camping experience for students and 
campers alike.” 

Alma Flores, Tyler, enjoyed being a part 
of a camp where so many underprivileged 
children could participate, taking advan¬ 
tage of scholarships provided by UTHSC. 

“There are some children who don’t use 
their medicine year-round, because their 
parents can’t afford it. So, they get to go 
to camp and that may be the only time 
they get to use their medicine because 
they have to have their medicine in order 
to go to camp.” 

(continued on Page 31) 
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Promise 1: Gaming continued 

Austin is the perfect place for working 
while finishing the bachelor’s degree, 
she said. 

“If we lived in Seattle with the big 
companies, the students wouldn’t have this 
opportunity; because it’s the small shops 
like the ones in Austin that are going to be 
looking for people who would be willing 
to take students right off the street 
students who have the experience.” 

Alger and Delk found a large amount of 
interest from the area high school students. 

He said, “There are a lot of very, very 
bright kids, in high 
school particularly, 
who are spending 
hours and hours 
playing video games. 

“A lot of kids like me, 
actually, because when 
I was a kid, 1 got sucked 
into computer science 
because I wanted to 
write my own games. 

“Of course, that 
eventually led to a 
totally different career 
in teaching, but a lot 
of these kids probably 
wouldn’t stick to a traditional computer 
science education because it wouldn’t be 
applicable to what they really wanted to 
do in the long run. 

“We’re offering them a way to be able 
to access some of that knowledge upfront, 
and I think it’s going to make a 
huge difference.” 

Delk and Alger fairly bombarded area 
high schools and game retailers with 
brochures and information on their 
new curriculum. 

In addition to offering information, 
they were also trying to dispel the myth 
to concerned parents that their kids were 
wasting their time with video games. 

Delk said, “The concept with some of 


the parents was, 'Omigosh, we’re going to 
send you to school to do that?!’ 

“Our main concern is to catch these 
students in their freshman year and hook 
them. Then they’re going to carry forward 
and we’re going to have a retention rate 
that’s going beyond what you would see in 
a normal associate’s degree area, because 
it’s not just the 15 general education 
requirements.” 

The program offers two different tracks 
or areas of specialization, each leading to 
an associate of applied science degree: 

• Gaming and simulation programming, 
which focuses on the video game industry. 


computer programming, game design and 
development, graphics and simulation, and 
3D video game engines; or 

• Gaming and simulation graphics, 
which focuses on computer graphics and 
design, basic game design, 3D modeling, 
2D and 3D animation and drawing. 

So far, so good. 

For the fall semester, 35 students signed 
up for the program. 

“We’ve filled two classes, which is close 
to our maximum capacity,” Delk said. 

“A lot of them are very good, and a lot of 
them came right out and said they weren’t 
planning on going to college until they 
heard of our program.” 

Lindale sophomore Bryan Young says 


he’s getting great experience from 
the program. 

“This is a lot of work, but it’s worth 
it,” Young said. “It’s given me a lot more 
understanding as to what’s involved. I 
know now that this is exactly what I 
want to do.” 

The average student age is 18, with a 
few 25- to 30-year-olds. 

“The hands-on work that they’re doing 
is absolutely immense,” Alger said. 

Delk said, “They do a lot of writing 
and a lot of reviews of games, because 
part of their ability to get in the door in 
Austin is to be able to pick up wherever 
they’re needed. This 
includes testing games 
and being able to set 
up the database so 
they’re identifying 
bugs (in the program) 
and communicating 
that information to the 
programmers. 

“They need to be 
able to identify what’s 
wrong and write that 
up in such a way that 
it will be meaningful 
to the programmer.” 
Alger said, 

“Another quality companies look for is 
having soft skills - which means they 
want programmers who know how to 
work with artists. It’s kind of like mixing 
oil and water, those two personality types 
are so completely different.” 

There are basically four different 
professions in the gaming industry: 
Programmers, artists, producers 
and designers. 

The TJC curriculum is set up so that 
whether they’re on either the artist or 
programmer track, the students must take 
one class from each of the four disciplines. 

Companies want artists who can work 
with programmers, both of whom can 

(continued next page) 



Stephen Kiphen and Amanda Pittman work on simulation projects. 
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a lot of these kids 
probably wouldn't 
stick to a traditional 
computer science 
education because 
it wouldn’t be appli¬ 
cable to what they 
wanted to do...” 

work with producers. 

“We do that to really help with those 
soft skills, to teach the students to 
communicate with people who have 
very different skill sets than they do and 
understand where they’re coming from.” 

To further mix the “oil and water” and 
acclimate the students to the dynamic of 
different skill sets, students complete a 
project class each semester, in which they 
write video games. 

“This is where the hands-on aspect 
comes into play,” Alger said. “The 
programming students write all the code 
for the programs and the artists create 
the art, and they must work together to 
produce their game.” 

To help with working out the differences 
between artists and programmers, Alger 
and TJC art instructor Torrey Wylie joined 
forces, with Alger teaching one of the 
project classes and Wylie teaching 
the other. 

Alger and Wylie are also using the 
software that the industry uses. 

“We’ll use Photoshop and 3ds Max,” 
Wylie said. “3ds Max is one of the 
industry standards for gaming, movies and 
everything else involving animation.” 

“Torrey is a critical piece of the puzzle,” 
Alger said. “We’ll actually teach those 
classes across the hall from each other. 


so that he can come and help the artists 
if they need it, and I can help out the 
programmers. 

“It all goes back to that integration 
and getting the artist to work with the 
programmers in order to create what needs 
to be done.” 

For more information on the TJC 
computer gaming and simulation program, 
go to www.tjc.edu/graphicarts/gaming. 


Promise 3: Asthma camp continued 




A camper with a great catch, (photo courtesy uthsct) 


Contributing to kids’ education about 
their illness and seeing them participate 
in competitive and fun activities for what 
may be the first time in their lives made an 
impression on her, she said. 

“It was a big commitment to be there 
for two weeks. The first few days we were 
tired; we all wanted to go home. After 
about the third day, we were really enjoy¬ 
ing it, and we got to know the kids. We 
actually got a little sad when we saw that 
first group leave. 

Some kids cry 
when they 
go home.” 

Blackmon, 

Flores and Flow¬ 
ers all gradu¬ 
ated from the 
respiratory care 
program on De¬ 
cember 14. They 
said they count 
the 2007 Texas 
Asthma Camp 
among their more memorable experiences 
at TJC. 

“I really liked it because 1 always went 
camping as a kid,” Blackmon said. “It 
makes an impression if there is a good 
person who is your counselor, someone 
who is really being active with the kids - 
it makes an impact on them. At the end, 
the kids were all asking, ‘are you coming 
back next year?’ and of course we had to 


say that we didn’t know. 

“It helped us school-wise, actually 
seeing the kids and watching how asthma 
affects them. But, it was also good to tell 
them that they have control as long as they 
keep their medications regular, that this is 
a completely controllable thing for them. 
The camp is to show them that 
this shouldn’t slow them down, that the 
should be able to do all the things the rest 
of us do and have done.” 


Blackmon said he may actually find a 
way to help with the camp again next year. 

“I know a lot of hospitals want employ¬ 
ees to do community service, so if my hos¬ 
pital expects me to do community service, 

I would hope to get the opportunity to go 
back to asthma camp.” 
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Class Notes continued 
2001 

Dana Oxford Worthern, June 29, 2007, 
Dallas 

2005 

Michael L. Glover, March 9, 2007, 
Whitehouse 

2007 

Gwyneth Wingfield, March 12, 2007, 
Athens 

Payton S. Diers, Oct. 8, 2007, 
Jacksonville 

Laura L. Geisleman, Oct. 15, 2007, 
Rusk 


TJC FAMILY MEMORIALS 

C. G. Krhovjak, Aug. 9, 2007, Coppell 
Frank A. Sewell, Jr., Nov. 8, 2007, Tyler 
Willie Pal more, Dec. 1,2007, Tyler. 

FRIENDS OF TJC MEMORIALS 

Marvin L. Ellis, June 2, 2007, Tyler 
C. Nelson Clyde, III, Aug. 30, 2007, 
Tyler 

John “Jack” White, Nov. 4, 2007, Tyler 


LET US KNOW... 

The Alumni Association 
welcomes your Class Note 
submissions. Write to 
apache@tjc.edu or send to 
TJC Alumni Association, 
PO Box 9020 
Tyler, TX 75711-9020. 
AND... 

Visit our Web site: 
www.tjc.edu/alumni 



Another Year. Another Record. 


Scholarship Golf Tournament 
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Lunch Sponsor 


People Make The Difference 

II TEXAS BANK 
AND TRUST 


Shirt Sponsor 

ffR/IND/ILL 

SCOTT 

/ARCHITECTS 

}—S /Irchifecfure Interiors Planning 


Driving Range Sponsor 

Southside Bank 

Hat Sponsor 

Anonymous 

Reception Sponsor 

Jeff Buie 

Goody Bag Sponsor 

Austin Bank 

Raffle Sponsor 

Canyon Creek Travel 

Invitation Sponsor 

ETMC Graphics Plus 

#1 Tee Sponsor 

Joseph Z. Ornelas 

Hole-ln-One Sponsor 

Wagner Cadillac Co. 

Beverage Sponsor 

Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 

Snack Sponsor 

AVS Food Service 


Registration Tent Sponsors 

Boone & Boone Construction LTD 

College Books Inc. 

Gollob, 

Morgan, Peddy & Co. PC 

Hibbs Hallmark & Co./Hibbs 
Family Foundation 

Ralph Martin/Eagle’s Bluff 

Valley Services Inc. 

Wilson, Sheehy, Knowles, 
Robertson & Cornelius PC 

Prize Hole Sponsors 

Rogers & Monk/C. Michael Rogers 
& Amanda Monk 

Tyler Morning Telegraph 

Hole Sponsors 

Apex geoscience inc. 

Classic Toyota-Mercedes Benz 

Document Solutions/Xerox 

Eubanks Harris Roberts Craig 
Architects Inc. 

Fitzpatrick-Butler Architects 

Hall Buick Pontiac GMC 

Johnson Controls Inc. 

Maddox Air Conditioning Inc. 

R.L. Ray LTD 

Tee/Green Sponsors 

Ables-Land Inc. 

Bosworth & Associates 
Capital One 

Dow Autoplex - Mineola 
J. Scott Ellis DDS 
ETTL Engineers & Consultants Inc. 

HGR General Contractors 
Hudson Printing & Graphic Design 
Peltier Chevrolet/Peltier Nissan 
Potpourri House 
TJC Alumni Association 
WC Supply Company Inc. 

W.E. Sword Co. Inc. 
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www.tjc.edu 


The Three Promises of Tyler Junior College. 





Our courses are taught by faculty who chose 
their profession not to do research but because 
they have a passion for helping others learn. 






Research has proven that an active student is 
a successful one. At TJC, performance groups, 
athletics and a wide array of student organizations 
provide the full college experience. 




lowice* 


What can we say? We’re the community’s 
college. We expect our faculty, staff and 
students to pitch in wherever possible to 
help others! 



TYLER JUNIOR. COLLEGE 


¥ 


CHANGING LIVES 


Tyler Junior College gives equal consideration to all applicants for admission, employment and participation in its programs 
and activities without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability or veteran status. 
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